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economic growth and competitiveness. Upgrading to higher-speed broadband lets consumers use the Internet
in new ways, increases the productivity of American individuals and businesses, and drives innovation
throughout the digital ecosystem. As this report describes, while the private sector has made investments to
dramatically expand broadband access in the U.S., challenges still remain. Many markets remain unserved or
underserved. Others do not benefit from the kind of competition that drives down costs and improves quality.
To help fill the void, hundreds of towns and cities around the country have developed their own locally-owned
networks. This report describes the benefits of higher-speed broadband access, the current challenges facing
the market, and the benefits of competition - including competition from community broadband networks.
Since President Obama took oEice, the United States has significantly expanded its broadband network and
increased access. Investments from the federal government have helped deploy or upgrade more than 78,000
miles of network infrastructure since 2009, and more than 45 million Americans have adopted broadband
Internet during the President s time in oEice. Today, more than 90 percent of Americans can access the Internet
on a wired line and 98 by either wired or wireless connection. Competitive markets have helped drive expansion
in telecommunications services as strong infrastructure investments and falling prices have opened up a wide
range of new communications products and services. Where there is strong competition in broadband markets
today, it drives similar improvements. Unfortunately, competition does not extend into every market and its
benefits are not evenly distributed. While the U.S. has an extensive network backbone of middle-mile
connections (long, intra- or...
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