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Osprey Publishing, United Kingdom, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Ronnie Olsthoorn (illustrator). 248 x
180 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Introduced into service early in 1938 during a time of extensive
re-organisation of Army air units, the Ki-27, known as the 97 Sen by its pilots, achieved its first successes during
the so-called China Incident against the mainly biplane types operated by the Chinese. On 10 April 1938 Ki-27
pilots of the 2nd Daitai (later to become the 64th Sentai) claimed 24 Chinese biplane fighters shot down for the
loss of only two of their own. Almost within a year of its combat debut against the Chinese the 97 Sen was to be
tested in fighting against the Russians during the Nomonhan Incident of 1939. Initially the 97 Sen proved
superior to the Soviet I-16 monoplanes, but the latter were hastily modified to better engage the Japanese
fighter and the Russian pilots rapidly adapted to exploit their own strengths and the enemy weaknesses. A
handful of Japanese Army Air Force (JAAF) aces emerged from this showdown to be lauded by the Japanese
press and ever associated with the iconic 97 Sen - Shimada the Red-Legged Hawk , Shihonara the Richthofen of
the Orient and Yoshiyama, the warrior of the Holombile Plateau . These were the glory days for the JAAF and
many of the successful 97 Sen pilots went on to become the outstanding leaders and veteran aces of the Pacific
War. By December, 1941 the JAAF had just started to replace the 97 Sen with the more modern Hayabusa, but
the fixed undercarriage fighter still equipped 17 of the 19 Army fighter Sentai and took the brunt of the
o ensive against the British and Americans in Southeast Asia and the Philippines, as well as the Homeland
Defence...
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