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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1883. Excerpt: . . . THE LIFE AND WORKS OF RAPHAEL. The deep significance of Art to the human
race, in her two general forms of sound and representation, is a fact which, however obvious, can never be
trite. The gift of speech to man in his intercourse with his fellow-creatures is one which he can misuse as he
pleases. Accordingly that perversion ensures that the fountain sends forth waters both bitter and sweet. But
what we call Art, whether presented to us in mute form and colour, or heard in cunning arrangements of the
musical scale, was bestowed on man with an absolute incapacity for the expression of evil. Only when basely
linked by him with meanings of his own, foreign to her nature--uttered through rather than by her--can her
inherent innocence suffer wrong. Worthily used, she supplies a neutral haven, separate and undefiled, in which
man rests and works, harmless and happy; fulfilling that vocation which belongs to no other intelligence. For
die Kunst, O Mensch, hast du allein. The eminence to which the art of painting attained in that period of social
corruption which, taken all in all, has no parallel in modern Christian history--the period of the Italian
Renaissance--was a crucial test of its inherent purity. The mere delineation of Natures innocent beauties--the
sacred sphere of the landscape painter--was not demanded at the hand of the Italian painter. His subjects, with
one Divine exception, were exclusively the human race, and in these he was hemmed...
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