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of Modern Europe, the sixteenth century, unparalleled in the history of the world for the number of men of
great and original genius, is represented in England by three men of the first order: Bacon, Shakespeare and
Spenser. The two first of these belong to Mankind at large; Bacon the father of modern philosophy, called the
human mind back from the barren pursuit of insoluble problems to apply its whole force to the study and
conquest of nature; Shakespeare made Man the subject of the drama, Man in the vast complexity of his nature,
in infinite variety of character; not the man of a certain time or country, but Man as he always was and ever will
remain. Spenser, on the other hand, is only an Englishman, the child of his time and of the society in which he
moved, but at the same time the truest reflection of the political, religious, and social condition of his people in
the most momentous period of its great history, the middle part of the reign of Elizabeth. It is true that, unlike
his two great contemporaries, he has ceased to be a living power in England no less than in the world in
general; but for the student of history it is a delightful task to read in the idealising mirror of his poetry the
wonderful combination of ancient classicism and medieval romance, of stern and ascetic faith and wild and
world-conquering daring that constitute the character of that extraordinary age. He was considered the
representative poet, the truly national laureate of that youthful England which broke...
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