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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Freedmen of Louisiana: Final Report of the
Bureau of Free Labor, Department of the Gulf, to Major General Canby, Commanding Much surprise may be
manifested at the apparently large number of sick reported; but it must be borne in mind that the main object
in view, in the establishment of these colonies, was to provide a place of refuge and a home for the aged and
helpless freedmen, thrown upon the Bureau for support. The crops are in good condition, and the farms are
managed as successfully as if in the hands of private parties. The Sparks Home Colony was worked by its
proprietor for some months, but being unable to work it further, he turned it into my hands. This place being
close to New Orleans, and well adapted to the wants of the Bureau, furnishing a ready place of refuge to the
vagrants of the city, who were constantly being thrown upon my hands by the military and civil authorities, and
the large numbers of helpless freedmen who were also flocking to me for help, made its acquisition very
desirable. | previously held the Belleville Iron Foundry, at Algiers, as a place of asylum for these characters, but
as | had no means of furnishing them with employment, the plantation of Mr. Sparks was most acceptable. |
desired to impress upon the minds of all who came into my charge that work could in no case be avoided, and
that if they fell upon the Government to be maintained, they must work as hard as if they were employed by
contract on the plantation of any private citizen. The fact that while...
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