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that undercurrent of anxiety which showed itself on the white faces of the General and his assistant, who stood
gazing mutely at the letter the former held. He heard the General call Father Tomasso. Take this to Father
Pietro, my son, he said. Then he listened to the younger priest s retreating footsteps. Father Tomasso,
frightened by the unwonted strangeness of the General s tone, carried the atmosphere of tense and troubled
excitement with him when he entered the room the prelate was just leaving. Father Pietro glanced up at him
from the table where he was returning to their case the photographs of Marqua. Tomasso laid the letter before
him and left the room just as Father Ramoni, bidding his visitor a gay good-bye, [.].
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