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AUTHORHOUSE, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Ireland is a small country on the western seaboard of Europe;
despite its small population significant millions of people all over the world proudly assert that they are either
Irish born or are direct descendants. Culturally the Irish are very sociable, intelligent, artistic and great
achievers (Explorer?Shackleton; Science?Hamilton; Physics?Walton; Invention?Holland; Literature; Joyce,
Shaw, Yeats, Heaney). Such enduring qualities predate those exponents above by thousands of years. Before
the advent of Christianity in the 5th century the recounting of all tribal history, law, poetry and sagas was
passed from generation to generation orally. The professions (poetry, medicine, law, history, building) were
usually practiced along family lines; those who reached the highest degree were titled Ollamh (Professor) The
Brehons (judges) and the Fili (poets)studied for years to memorise their lore; for example a poet studied for 12
years and could qualify only when he was able to recite, on command, any of 350 poems or to compose
instantly a poem on a given subject. Poets received the highest honour in society next to the King. It is widely
conceded that Ireland developed in poetry beautiful metres, alliteration, assonantal rhyme and consonantal
harmony. The earliest commentaries show that ?honour? was held in highest esteem; the great Fenian, Gol Mac
Morna said ? a man lives after his life, but not after his honour; St Patrick asked Caoilte Nac Ronan, nephew of
Fionn Mac Cumbhal, ?what contained you in your lives? ?Truth in our hearts, strength in our arms and fulfilment
in our tongues? The establishment of Christianity in the 5th century brought literature, grammar, writing, and
languages which were joyfully adopted by the learned class; very soon afterwards the country was...
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