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hna, 2009. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer Service! Summary:
The third book in this genre-busting series is certain to enlarge Kinney's presence on the bestseller lists, where
the previous titles have taken up residence for the past two years. Kinney's spot-on humor and winning formula
of deadpan text set against cartoons are back in full force. This time, Greg starts o  on New Year's Day (he
resolves to "help other people improve," telling his mother, "I think you should work on chewing your potato
chips more quietly") and ends with summer vacation. As he fends o  his father's attempts to make him more of
a man (the threat of military school looms), Greg's hapless adventures include handing out anonymous
valentines expressing his true feelings ("Dear James, You smell"), attempting to impress his classmate Holly and
single-handedly wrecking his soccer team's perfect season. Kinney allows himself some insider humor as well,
with Greg noting the "racket" children's book authors have going. "All you have to do is make up a character
with a snappy name, and then make sure the character learns a lesson at the end of the book." Greg, self-
centered as ever, may be the exception proving that rule.
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