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before the arts and public relations were literally formulated, they were already linked together. With the
beginning of civilisation, visual arts were used to influence the public opinion. In ancient Egypt, impressive
architecture such as statues and temples were built to represent the greatness of the ruling priests and nobles
(Bates, 2002). Art was an essential element of the propaganda machines during World War II. Especially Hitler
misused art to propagate his politic opinion amongst the public. Today, a vast range of companies use art in
order to receive (hopefully) positive media coverage, e.g. Telecom New Zealand is sponsor of the New Zealand
International Arts Festival, the City Gallery in Wellington and the Auckland Philharmonia, and initiator of the
Telecom New Zealand International Film Festivals, the White Pages Arts Award and the IHC Telecom Art Award.
However, the connection between public relations and the arts must also be seen from another point of view. In
terms of arts marketing, the arts can benefit from public relations. What are the benefits for artists and arts
organisations, and how can they use public relations in order to promote their products 20 pp. Englisch.
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