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basis of knowledge 27 rails in their true position again. If those
lines are straight ones, they will see two straight lines enclosing,
or tending to enclose a space. The other illustration, of the same
hypothesis, is just of the same kind. A world is supposed where
little boys can never by any chance add two and two together,
but what a jack in the box, in the shape of a unit, jumps into the
answer and turns it into five. Assuming that none of them had
wit enough to detect the trick, their sums would doubtless be
always wrong: but not because they would conceive that two
and two make five, but because the invariable association would
be so strong, they could never think of two and two, but always
of two, one, two. Like too many in this world,...
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