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Development Studies, language: English, abstract: This study deals with indigenous conflict resolution
mechanism in Rural Alamata woreda specifically in the institution called Mezard exercised by the Raya people.
The study was aimed at examining the Mezard indigenous institution of conflict resolution. The research design
employed for this study was case study research design. To this end purposive sampling design was used,
employing 24 total sample sizes. Its composition was from indigenous judges, court leaders, to explore the
sustainability of the institution, the enforceability, strengths and weaknesses and its role in maintaining peace
and stability in the area. This study was conducted using unstructured interview as the main data collection
instrument along with focus group discussion employing open ended questions to supplement the data
gathered from the key informants. Accordingly, the study finding shows sustainability of the institution is being
in formidable challenges, this is mainly because of its less attention on transferring the practice to the young
generation and some forces of modernization, etc. With regard to enforceability, the decisions passed by the
institution are found to be high in being accepted by the community of the study area. In order to integrate
Mezard indigenous conflict resolution mechanism with the formal court legalizing their role and defining their
jurisdiction is so important. In addition advancing a irmative action, increasing the income of women by
creating new job opportunities, give chance the youth to decide on their matters continually, raising finance
generated from the community, etc can help the sustainability...
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